[Laparoscopic cholecystectomy of large gallbladder calculi].
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy is more laborious in patients with large gallbladder stones in that they can only be removed safely after an enlargement of one incision or intraoperative lithotripsy. Preoperative extracorporeal shock-wave lithotripsy (ESWL) might theoretically solve this problem and facilitate the extraction of the gallbladder. Ten patients with minimum one stone > 20 mm of diameter received ESWL treatment within 24 h before operation. Complete pulverization of stones was achieved in only one patient. Additional mechanical fragmentation by forceps was necessary in 7 and an enlargement of the incision in 5 of 10 patients. Compared to 10 patients with corresponding stones and mechanical lithotripsy ESWL showed no advantage and cannot be recommended because of increase of costs.